
Church and State  

At the beginning of the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther articulated a doctrine of the 

two kingdoms. According to James Madison, perhaps one of the most important modern 

proponents of the separation of church and state, Luther's doctrine of the two kingdoms 

marked the beginning of the modern conception of separation of church and state.  

Those of the Radical Reformation (the Anabaptists) took Luther's ideas in new direction, most 

notably in the writings of Michael Sattler (1490–1527), who agreed with Luther that there 

were two kingdoms, but differed in arguing that these two kingdoms should be separate, and 

hence baptized believers should not vote, serve in public office or participate in any other 

way with the "kingdom of the world." While there was a diversity of views in the early days 

of the Radical Reformation, in time Sattler's perspective became the normative position for 

most Anabaptists in the coming centuries.  Anabaptists came to teach that religion should 

never be compelled by state power, approaching the issue of church-state relations primarily 

from the position of protecting the church from the state.  

In the 1530s, Henry VIII, angered by the Pope Clement VII's refusal to annul his marriage to 

Catherine of Aragon, decided to break with the Church and set himself as ruler of the Church 

of England. The monarchs of Great Britain have retained ecclesiastical authority in the Church 

of England since Henry VIII, having the current title, Supreme Governor of the Church of 

England. England's ecclesiastical intermixing did not spread widely, however, due to the 

extensive persecution of Catholics that resulted from Henry's power grab. This eventually led 

to Nonconformism, English Dissenters, and the anti-Catholicism of Oliver Cromwell, the 

Commonwealth of England, and the Penal Laws against Catholics and others who did not 

adhere to the Church of England.  

One of the results of the persecution in England was that some people fled Great Britain to be 

able to worship as they wished – but they did not seek religious freedom, and early North 

American colonies were generally as intolerant of religious dissent as England; Puritan 

Massachusetts, for example, did not allow standard Church of England worship. Some of 

these people voluntarily sailed to the American Colonies specifically for this purpose. After 

the American Colonies famously revolted against George III of the United Kingdom, the 

Constitution of United States was specifically amended to ban the establishment of religion 

by Congress. 


