UNITED AND DIVIDED KINGDOM UNCERTAINTIES

O

; d Monarchy, For the period of the
Divided Monarchy an entirely different situation
is found. Here there are an abundance of data
which may be checked against each other, and
which are no longer round. Four Biblical yard-
sticks are here provided—the lengths of reign of
the rulers of Judah and those of Israel. and the
synchronisms of Judah with Israel and of [srael
with Judah. Furthermore, a number of synchron-
isms with the fixed years of contemporary Assyria
make possible a check with an exact chronological
yardstick, and make possible the establishment of
absolute years B.C. for the period of the Kings.

Various methods were emploved in the ancient
East for reckoning the official years of kings. When
Solomon’s kingdom was first divided, Judah fol-
lowed those nations where the year when a ruler
took the throne was termed his “accession year.”
Israel, on the other hand, followed those nations
where a king termed his initial year his “first year.”
According to this latter method the year when a
King begun to reign was always counted twice—as
the last year of his predecessor and as his own
first official year. Thus reigns reckoned according
to this method were always one year longer in of-
ficial len i

re was always a gain of
one year for every reign over absolute time. The
following graphs will make these two methods of
reckoning clear, and will show how the totals of
[srael for this period increase by one year for every
reign over those of Judah:
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The United Monarchy. Due to a number of
uncertainties the absolute date for the establish-
ment of the United Monarchy can not be given.
The OT does not give the length of the reign of
Saul, but Paul in a sermon at Antioch refers to it
as 40 years (Acts 13:21). If Saul reigned a full 40
years, David was not born until ten years -after
Saul began his reign. for he was 30 when he took
thcmrone(llSum.S:fi). I




JUDAH, official years: 2

Rehoboam 17 Abjjam 3 Asa 2nd Ird %h 27h 38th 41 Jehoshaphat 17th 18th
Jeroboam 22 Nadab2 Baasha24 Elah2 gﬂilz Ahab 4th 22 Ahazish 2 Jehoram

ISRAEL, official years: 2 50
Excess years for Israel 0 3




