Christopher Columbus

Side track history lesson
During this period of Protest, there were also the teachings that the world was flat.
Others thought the world was round, a sphere. It was this time period of Columbus.

Expulsion of non-Christians and the Spanish Inquisition
The Alhambra Decree and Spanish Inquisition
The Beginnings of The United States of America
One Nation Under God
With Liberty And Justice for All

Christopher Columbus at the Court of the Catholic Monarchs by Juan Cordero, 1850 after a number of
revolts, Ferdinand and lIsabella ordered the expulsion from Spain of all Jews and Muslims. People who
converted to Catholicism were not subject to expulsion, but between 1480 and 1492 hundreds of those who had
converted (conversos and moriscos) were accused of secretly practicing their original religion (crypto-Judaism
or crypto-Islam) and arrested, imprisoned, interrogated under torture, and in some cases burned to death, in
both Castile and Aragon.

The Inquisition had been created in the twelfth century by Pope Lucius 111 to fight heresy in the south of what
is now France and was constituted in a number of European kingdoms. The Catholic Monarchs decided to
introduce the Inquisition to Castile, and requested the Pope's assent. On 1 November 1478 Pope Sixtus 1V
published the Papal bull Exigit Sinceras Devotionis Affectus, by which the Inquisition was established in the
Kingdom of Castile; it was later extended to all of Spain. The bull gave the monarchs exclusive authority to
name the inquisitors.[citation needed] Many of these claims are thought to be exaggerated as a result of an
anti-Spanish and anti-Catholic propaganda phenomenon known as The Black Legend.

During the reign of the Catholic Monarchs and long afterwards the Inquisition was active in persecuting
people for offences such as crypto-Judaism, heresy, Protestantism, blasphemy, and bigamy. The last trial for
crypto-Judaism was held in 1818.

In 1492 Ferdinand and Isabella ordered segregation of communities to create closed quarters which eventually
became what were later called "'ghettos". They also furthered economic pressures upon Jews and other non-
Christians by increasing taxes and social restrictions. In 1492 the monarchs issued a decree of expulsion of
Jews, known formally as the Alhambra Decree, which gave Jews in Spain four months to either convert to
Catholicism or leave Spain. Tens of thousands of Jews emigrated to other lands such as Portugal, North
Africa, the Low Countries, Italy and the Ottoman Empire. Later in 1492, Ferdinand issued a letter addressed
to the Jews who had left Castile and Aragon, inviting them back to Spain if they had become Christians.

Exploration: Christopher Columbus (1450 — 1506) They authorized and financed the expedition of
Christopher Columbus, who was given the name of Admiral of the Ocean Sea by the monarchs, and who
discovered the Americas and brought the knowledge of its existence to Europe. Columbus' first expedition to
the supposed Indies actually landed in the Bahamas on October 12, 1492. He landed on the island of
Guanahani, and called it San Salvador. He continued onto Cuba, naming it Juana, and finished his journey on
the island of the Dominican Republic and Haiti, calling it La Isla Espafiola (*'the Spanish Island" in Spanish).
On his second trip, begun in 1493, he found more Caribbean islands including Puerto Rico. His main goal was
to colonize the existing discoveries with the 1500 men that he had brought the second time around. Columbus
finished his last expedition in 1498, and discovered Trinidad and the coast of present-day Venezuela. The
colonies Columbus established, and conquests in the Americas in later decades, generated an influx of wealth
into the new unified state of Spain, leading it to be the major power of Europe from the end of the sixteenth
century until the mid-seventeenth century, and the largest empire until 1810.



