
Division of Western Rome 

The Western Roman Empire was divided into ten parts. This era in the history of the Roman 

Empire lasted for about 125 years, which was from the middle part of the 4th century and up 

to the last quarter of the 5th century. 

By 476 AD, there was a final general agreement made regarding the different parts that 

made up Western Rome. At this period, the map of the empire underwent a significant 

change that was often abruptly made. There were also details about the paths of several 

aggressive nations that charged towards their territories and crossed or re-crossed each of 

these places for many times. Despite the confusion, historians have arrived at the conclusion 

that there were ten parts or kingdoms 

established in the division of West Rome. 

The division was made possible by 

several nations that were largely 

instrumental in the collapse and breaking 

up of the Roman Empire. The groups that 

held Roman territories and formed their 

own kingdoms included the Franks, Huns, 

Visigoths, Ostrogoths, Heruli, Lombards, 

Anglo-Saxons, Suevi, Vandals, and 

Burgundians. Each of the kingdoms 

established were independent from each 

other unlike the method followed by the 

Roman Empire 

Dan 7:8  I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little 

horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, 
behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.  

 

Three of the ten kingdoms were to be destroyed by the instigation of the little horn power. 

Only the Papacy fits this description. Three kingdoms that did not accept the papal 

mandates regarding Christ's divinity were literally uprooted and mercilessly destroyed. 

Although the doctrine of the divinity of Christ was correct, the method of dealing with it was 

not.  

Since the little horn made its appearance after the subdivision of Rome into ten different 

states (after 476 AD) but before the destruction of three of them because it arises among all 



ten, we now have a very definite time frame for the rise of the Antichrist power. The Heruli, 

Vandals, and Ostrogoths were eliminated by the year 538 AD. This power was to arise 

between 476 AD and 538 AD.  

These conquests strengthened the hand of the Papacy, which was established by the year 

538 AD. In that year, Vigilus, the bishop of Rome, ascended the papal throne under the 

protection of the Roman general Belisarius. The date for the establishment of papal Rome as 

an independent power can thus be pinned at 538 AD. 


